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is this confusion that is most typical of his
school, and which runs through all their more
immediate preaching as to general human action,
and through all their prophecies as to the future
that is before humanity.

This leads us to approach the matter from a
slightly different point of view. The end and
object of our existence is, we have seen, to
promote the progress of the community, and
this progress is to be effected through the edu-
cation and the intensification of the conscience.
Clifford, it will be seen, here agrees with Mr.
Herbert Spencer. Conscience, as conceived of
by him, is an inherited tribal instinct traversing
the individual appetites. Its voice is an in-
stinctive voice, and its biddings, as Clifford
expressly says, do not rest, in the individual,
upon their true reasons. But what he and his
school propose to do is to alter this state of
things ; they propose to make conscience rest
its biddings on their true reasons, and guide them
' by a conscious discovery of the tribal purpose
it serves/ But they forget that in doing this
they are putting conscience in an entirely new
position. Its instinctive character disappears ;
nay, more, as conscience it ceases to exist. It